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As part of the proposed regulations in
Amendment 9 to the Snapper Grouper Fishery
Management Plan, the South Atlantic Council modified its
greater amberjack preferred option to include March to the
April and May commercial closure for this fishery. All
harvest in excess of the bag limit would be prohibited. The
council also added an option that would increase the
greater amberjack minimum size limit for recreational
anglers from 28 inches to 36 inches fork length.

At the June meeting in Key West, Florida, the
council deliberated on ways to further provide biological
protection to greater amberjacks during the spawning
season. A closure to commercial harvest and sale
prohibition during these months would increase the
reproductive potential for the stock. In addition, the
increased size limit for recreational anglers would ensure
that a fish reproduces at least once in its lifetime before
capture. These options were included in Amendment 9 to
provide additional biological protection and as a result of
Florida Marine Fisheries Commission and Gulf Council
proposals for spawning seasonal closures in their
respective jurisdictions for greater amberjack.

The three month closure would result in a 45
percent reduction in commercial catch, and the proposed
recreational retention limit of one fish per person per day
could result in a 12 percent reduction in recreational catch
of amberjack. The increased size limit would further
reduce recreational catch by 38 percent in numbers of fish
in the first year. During the closure, all sale of amberjack
would be prohibited.

The council is currently holding public hearings
on these and other management proposals for the snapper
grouper fishery, and is accepting written comments until
July 11, 1997. Comments may be mailed, faxed, or
emailed to the council office at the above addresses.

The council is scheduled to finalize Amendment
9 at the August 18-22, 1997 meeting in Charleston, South
Carolina. For more information, call the council office at

803-571-4366.

At the June meeting, the council voted 7 to 4 to
table the issue of whether or not to limit or prohibit the
sale of fish caught by recreational anglers in federal
waters.

The council indicated it would deal with this
issue on a species by species basis under individual
fishery management plans.  Amendment 7 to the Snapper
Grouper Fishery Management Plan allows for the sale of
snapper grouper species caught under the bag limit,
provided the fisherman holds the appropriate state licence
and sells to a permitted dealer. Recreational sale of
mackerel has not yet been addressed, and the council will
address possible dolphin management in August.

Much of council deliberation focused on
allocation of fish sold. Currently, all fish sold are
considered commercial fish by both the National Marine
Fisheries Service and the Coast Guard, and count against
commercial quotas. The Gulf Council compensates for
recreational sale of Gulf king mackerel by taking two
percent from the recreational quota and adding it to the
commercial quota, amounting to 45,000-65,000 pounds
per year in Florida alone.

Florida is beginning to track fish sold by
recreational anglers, and has added a 'ch' , or charterboat
category on the state trip ticket to determine who is
catching the fish. Such a system will make it possible in
the future to see how much of the commercial quota is
filled by recreational fishermen.

Council member Russell Nelson, Executive
Director of the Florida Marine Fisheries Commission,
indicated that in order for the council to succeed in
prohibiting recreational fishermen from selling their
catch, the states would have to implement compatible
regulations, which is unlikely to happen.
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